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D. TAIPEI 1719 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN APPROACHED BY TWO AMERICAN FIRMS WISHING 
TO EVACUATE US AND VIETNAMESE EMPLOYEES PROM SAIGON. 
AMERICAN EXPRESS HAS STAPF IN SAIGON WHICH INCLUDES 3 US 
CITIZENS, 2 BRITS, AND ROUGHLY 80 VIETNAMESE INCLUDING 
IMMEDIATE PAMILY MEMBERS (REP A). RCA CONTACTED US ABOUT 
EVALUCATION OP ITS NBC PERSONNEL PROM SAIGON. IN ADDITION 
TO SMALL NUMBER OP AMERICANS, NBC GROUP WOULD INCLUDE AN 
ESTIMATED 200-300 VIETNAMESE AND A PEW CAMBODIANS. WE 
UNDERSTAND TIME MAGAZINE HAS CONTACTED ROC EMBASSY 
WASHINGTON WITH SIMILAR REQUEST. 

2. WE REPERRED BOTH AMERICAN EXPRESS AND RCA TO MOFA, 
WHERE THEY WERE TOLD THAT GROC WOULD ALLOW THEM TO BRING 
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REFUGEES HERE TEMPORARILY, AND THAT GROC WOULD BE VERY 
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FLEXIBLE ON DOCUMENTATION AND ADVANCE NOTIEICATION. MOEA 
ATTEMPTED TO GET RCA TO SUBMIT ITS REQUEST THROUGH THE U.S. 
EMBASSY. IN ACCORDANCE REF C, WE DECLINED TO BECOME 
CHANNEL FOR RCA COMMUNICATIONS WITH MOFA. 

3. THESE ARE ONLY INDICATIONS WE NOW HAVE AS TO NUMBERS OE 
REFUGEES WHICH MIGHT HAVE TO BE ACCOMMODATED ON TAIWAN. WE 
DO NOT BELIEVE IT IS POSSIBLE AT THIS TIME TO MAKE MEANING- 

EUL ESTIMATE OF HOW MUCH FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE MIGHT BE NEEDED. 

4. DCM INEORMALLY DISCUSSED THIS GENERAL SUBJECT APRIL 10 WITH TSAI 
WEI-PING, VICE MIN FONAEE, WHO SAID THAT, WITH RESPECT TO 

ANY VIETNAMESE NATIONALS WHOSE EVACUATION USG MIGHT ASSIST 
AND SPONSOR, HE THOUGHT TAIWAN COULD BE USED AS TEMPORARY, 
TRANSIT-TYPE SAEEHAVEN SO LONG AS ARRANGEMENTS EOR ONWARD 
TRANSPORTATION AND RESETTLEMENT ASSURED. TSAI CONFIRMED 
WHAT AMERICAN EXPRESS AND RCA HEARD EROM MOEA OEEICIAL- 
THAT "PROPER DOCUMENTATION" (I.E. GVN PASSPORTS AND APPROP- 
RIATE VISAS) WOULD NOT BE INSURMOUNTABLE OBSTACLE. TSAI 
POINTED OUT THAT GVN HAD PLACED BAN ON TRAVEL, AND THAT GROC 
DID NOT WISH TO DO ANYTHING COUNTER TO GVN LAWS OR WISHES. 

ON OTHER HAND, FEELS OBLIGATION TO ASSIST THOSE WHOSE 
LIVES MIGHT BE IN DANGER SHOULD THEY FALL INTO HANDS OF 
COMMUNISTS. 

5. TSAI ALSO SAID HE EORESAW NO PROBLEM SHOULD USG WISH 
TO SAEEHAVEN US OEEICIALS AND/OR DEPENDENTS ON TAIWAN. 

6. TSAI EMPHASIZED, HOWEVER, THAT GROG'S EIRST OBLIGATION 
IS TO CHINESE PEOPLE IN SOUTH VIETNAM-NOT ONLY THOSE 
CARRYING ROC PASSPORTS, BUT ALSO THOSE WHO HAD OPTED FOR 
VIETNAMESE CITIZENSHIP WHO HAD MAINTAINED CLOSE TIES WITH 
THE ROC AS WELL AS TO ANY OTHER CHINESE WHO EXPRESS WISH 
TO COME TO TAIWAN. (EONMIN SHEN DISCUSSED THIS AT SOME 
LENGTH WITH AMBASSADOR UNGER ON APRIL 5-REF D.) 

WITH THIS IN MIND, ACCORDING TO TSAI, AMBASSADOR HSU IN 
SAIGON HAD REQUESTED THAT ONE OF THE FOUR LST'S NOW 
ASSISTING IN REFUGEE RELIEF WORK IN VIETNAM BE PLACED 
UNDER HIS (HSU'S) "COMMAND". THIS REQUEST WAS REEUSED 
ON GROUNDS THAT LST'S MUST NECESSARILY BE INCLUDED WITHIN 
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SYSTEM ESTABLISHED EOR COORDINATION AND CONTROL OF REFUGEE 
MOVEMENT AND RELIEF. ONE OE AMBASSADOR HSU'S MAJOR CONCERNS 
IS THAT CHINESE LST'S WILL BE USED TO EVACUATE NON- 
CHINESE, WHILE CHINESE SEEKING EVACUATION ARE TURNED AWAY. 

TSAI EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THOSE WHO ARE IN CHARGE OE 
EVACUATION IN SAIGON WILL BEAR IN MIND THAT IE SITUATION 
DETERIORATES TO POINT THAT EMERGENCY EVACUATION OF CHINESE 
EROM SAIGON BECOMES NECESSARY THEY WILL BE GIVEN PRIORITY 
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ACCESS TO ROC-PROVIDED LST'S (OR AIRCRAFT). DCM AGREED 
WITH TSAI THAT THIS APPEARED REASONABLE, AND SAID HE WAS 
CONFIDENT THAT THOSE IN CHARGE COORDINATING EMERGENCY 
EVACUATION PLANNING IN SAIGON WOULD HAVE THESE 
CHINESE CONCERNS VERY MUCH IN MIND. 

UNGER 
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